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by all men were I to hesitate to offer myself as a defender of
the Order which has given me so many honours and
advantages. It would indeed be the act of a coward and an
ingrate to abandon the cause of my noble Order. I realise
the difficulties which face me, I realise how helpless I am—
a man who is the prisoner of the Pope and the king and who
has no more money than a single shilling. I ask that I should
have funds to enable me to conduct my defence. Let me be
given aid and counsel so that I may meet the charges. Not
only can the members of the Temple show the falsity of the
accusations, but the kings, the princes, the prelates, the dukes,
the counts, the barons all over the world will testify in its
favour. ... I am prepared to assist in the depositions and
examinations of the kings, princes, prelates, dukes, counts,
barons and clergy and all honest men."
The commissioners were taken aback at this outburst, and
there was a buzz of excitement and indignation among
Philip's officers who crowded the court. The Archbishop of
Narbonne spoke sternly to de Molay: " You would be well
advised to consider your offer to defend the Order, especially
in view of the confessions which you have made implicating
both the Order and yourself. Yet, if you persist in your
intention, we will accept you as a defender. Since you have
only one brother with you, and he a layman,1 we cannot refuse
to grant you an interval for reflection. It is my duty to tell
you, however, that you can expect neither funds nor the
assistance of counsel. This is a question of heresy, in which
we do not need the forms of law or the advice of counsel.
Therefore think carefully of your position ". De Molay
answered that nothing would make him desist from the
defence, and the Archbishop thereupon ordered the charges
against the Temple to be read out, together with several other
documents, including the confession alleged to have been
made by the Grand Master at Chinon. During the reading,
1 dc Molay was accompanied only by his cook.

